GOVERNMENT   FOR  'IRAQ,
elected according to Turkish Electoral Law The Convention
would be empowered to draw up proposals for a National
Government as promised in the Anglo-French Declaration.
They also asked for freedom of the Press. With these demands a
number of the invited notables, contrary to the Acting Civil
Commissioner's expectations, associated themselves and de-
clared that 'Iraqi independence was the concern of the entire
Arab people.
The meeting itself, although feeling ran high, had been con*
ducted with dignity. As those attending began to disperse,
the immense crowd which filled the Court of the Sarai hissed
and shouted abuse at the British officials. The Mandubin were
cheered and several of the leaders were carried out on the
shoulders of the crowd. No clashes occurred, however,
between the crowds and the police.
In forwarding the petition and an account of the meeting,
the Acting Civil Commissioner threw the entire blame for the
'movement reaching its present uncompromising form, backed
as it is by skilfully fomented public excitement5 on the failure of
H.M. Government to allow him to make the announcement of
the Bonham-Carter proposals before the beginning of
Ramadhan as he had requested on May 8th.
He then declared:
It is probable that in the present temper a proposal that
the country should submit even for a limited period to a
provisional Constitution as to which they had not been
consulted would be met on the part of the Nationalists by
a Declaration of Independence* Such proposals would be
represented as contrary to the Anglo-French Declaration,
the real meaning of which is little understood and widely
misrepresented, and would harden public opinion against us,
while if the present temper continues the proposed Legis-
lative Assembly would on being summoned convert itself
into a Constituent Assembly though not so authorized.1
1 Telegram No. 6584, Civil Commissioner, Baghdad, to S/S for India,
June 2nd, 1920
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